
Manor Way Primary Academy
Happy and Successful Learners

School News 12th November 2021
Dear Parents and Carers,

Another fun filled week at Manor Way and it seems that the build up to Christmas has well and
truly arrived with only 43 days to go! The children have started to learn songs and lines for the
Nativity and prep for Christmas cards has begun. The diary is jam packed with exciting events
and we cannot wait! We have just received information from Dudley Local Authority with
guidance relating to Christmas activities and covid restrictions. We are considering our plans
in light of this and will confirm them with you very soon.

The building work continues and we have another two to three weeks before completion. The
EYFS area is looking incredible and we cannot wait for the children to start using it. Reception
and Preschool have been amazing adapting to a different entrance and we are very proud of
them. Next week the Preschool snack trolley will be at the bottom of the steps so parents and
children can access it from the playground while they are waiting.

Class 5 led our remembrance assembly on Thursday and we all took part in a two minute
silence and we know that many of our children and families will also be taking part in parades
this Sunday.

Thank you for supporting our cake sale and we look forward to sharing the ‘Buddy Bench’
developments with you in the coming weeks.

Have a great weekend and please remember to wear your odd socks on Monday and
organise your ‘Strictly’ outfit  for Children in Need Day!

Lisa Buffery - Executive Headteacher
Gemma Fox - Deputy Headteacher

Celebrating Success

Praise Certificates were awarded to the following children. A huge well done to them all for
working hard on their ASPIRE Character Virtues!

Praise Certificates- Friday 5th
November

Year 1 Elliott L Demonstrating the ASPIRE learner skills throughout his
work

Year 2 Lydia R Excellent role model; demonstrates Aspire Learner Skills at
all times

Year 3 Isla B Brilliant role model both inside and outside of the
classroom



Year 4 Hannah C Fantastic Aspire attitude to her learning at all times
Year 5 Mary C A role model for the MANOR Way and ASPIRE Character

Virtues and Learner Skills at all times
Year 6 Charlotte P Incredible attitude to learning and exemplary role model

for Manor Way

Praise Certificates- Friday 12th
November

R Evie W Always being on task
Year 1 Alice B Always being polite and respectful
Year 2 Elijah D For being a polite and kind member of the class
Year 3 Inaayah I Always going above and beyond
Year 4 Xavier L Perseverance and resilience
Year 5 Annabelle T M Creative and entertaining writing
Year 6 Cara-Grace W Being an excellent role model to her peers and always

going above and beyond

Hot Chocolate Friday awards are given to celebrate pupils who are always displaying the
right attitude and behaviour. The following children received these awards during the last two
weeks:

Hot Chocolate Friday!

Reception Cian H & Brock M
Year 1 Florence B & Oliver L
Year 2 Phoebe W & Harry B
Year 3 Harry C & Poppy B
Year 4 Sam C & Mason F
Year 5 Sophie C & Maisie H
Year 6 Logan S & Olivia H

Our Learning this week

In Preschool, this week we have been busy celebrating and learning about Diwali, the festival
of light. We have been singing a new song, and learning some new vocabulary. We used our
fine motor muscles to mould the clay and make our very own Diva Lamps to celebrate! Lots to
learn this week, we have also learnt about bonfire night and fire safety. We held class
discussions and even made our own chocolate sparklers! We have also started our new
Whole Class Reading Book “The Rainbow Fish” By Marcus Pfister. In Maths this week, we have
been magnet fishing. When we have caught our fish we worked well to count and separate



them into colour coordinated groups. Well done all in Preschool, keep the momentum going
for another fab week of learning next week.

In Reception, this week, we have learnt all about the celebration of Diwali, the festival of light.
We have enjoyed learning about how this festival is celebrated. The children made their own
diva lamps, using clay and they made their own chocolate finger sparklers! Yummy! During
phonics we’ve learnt the sounds, ff, l, ll, ss, j , v, w, x, y and some of us wrote our first sentence in
our writing books! Today the children enjoyed learning about capacity. We used water to
make our cups, “full” “empty” and “half full”. Our new whole class reading text is ‘Funny Bones’
by Janet and Allan Ahlberg . The children have been learning all about our skeleton. We were
amazed to find out that we all have a skeleton that lives inside us. We drew around Alice for
our outline and worked together to put all of the bones together to create our own ‘ Little Miss
Skeleton’. Well done Class R for a wonderful week of learning, we hope you have a lovely
weekend!

Mrs France & Mrs Mason

In Year 1, we have had a fantastic fortnight exploring poetry and
have been reciting and writing our own firework poems. In maths we
have been learning about the place value of 2 digit numbers and
have been using mathematical language to compare numbers to
20. We had a great time guessing where in the local area our
classmates were as a stunning start to our new curriculum topic
and we have been finding out about the human and physical
features of the local area. See if we can explain what a human or
physical feature is. The fun has started in our music lessons too as
we have begun learning the words and actions to the songs for our
Christmas play. How exciting! What a great start to this half term,
Class One!



In Year 2, we have had another brilliant week! In maths, we have been learning to measure in
centimetres and metres and compare lengths. In English, we have been planning our own
version of the story, ‘Stardust’ in preparation for our independent writing next week. In our
reading lesson on Friday, we focused on the story, ‘The Smeds and the Smoos’. We have also
begun practising for our Christmas Play! We have been working really hard at remembering
our lines and learning the songs!

In Year 3, we have been working incredibly hard in
our learning. In maths, we have been practising
using the column method to solve tricky addition
problems. In writing we have loved getting creative
through exploring our new narrative ‘The Black
Rock’. In curriculum we researched about the four
countries which make up the UK and we enjoyed
hearing the different national anthems. In reading,
we finished our whole class reading book ‘The BFG’.
We were so sad that we came to the end but we
can’t wait to start reading our new book.

In Year 4, we have been working hard in our learning. We have
completed our independent writing based on the short film, Feast
and we have edited and published these. We have continued to
read James and the Giant Peach and have really enjoyed using
prosody and expression in our reading. In maths, we have been
looking at multiplication and the use of the distributive law. We
have also enjoyed beginning our new curriculum theme, What a
Wonderful World, where we are learning about Italy and Iceland.
We used clues to help us identify the different countries and decided which one we would
rather live in and why.

In Year 5, we have been very busy in all areas of the
curriculum. In maths, we have been interpreting line
graphs and time tables. We have been writing book and
film reviews in English. Last week, we had to take shelter
under our tables when an Earthquake siren sounded to
kick start our geography topic all about Natural Disasters.
We are still loving finding out all about space in science -
this week we have found out about how Earth spins on its
axis to create night and day. We have finished reading
Danny the Champion of the World and are really looking
forward to getting our teeth into the next book!



In Year 6, for Geography we have enjoyed learning all about how to use
a 6 figure grid reference to identify a location when reading maps. As
well as this, we have learnt all about different types of biomes and how
they differ with climate, terrain, vegetation and wildlife. In Maths, I have
been really pleased with our work on solving algebra equations as well
as using BIDMAS for the order of operations. And finally, I have really
enjoyed reading our newspaper reports based around a suspicious
Ancient Egyptian artefact being discovered in Manor Way’s forest
school. Well done Year 6 - keep it up!

Christmas at Manor Way
We have planned a number of activities leading up to Christmas however we must be
reactive to any local Covid spikes and guidance issued. The following events are planned yet
please be aware that Nativities may be affected by Covid and we will need to keep risk
assessing our local context.

Following advice from Dudley Public Health we are requesting that you do not send Christmas
cards into school to reduce the risk of spreading Covid.

Activity When

Non Uniform Day 25th November

Decorations go up and lights switch
on

Tuesday November 30th

Christmas Assembly What Does
Christmas Mean to Christians

30th November

Who’s Elfie? Starting Dec 1st
● Each child has an entry form.
● Every day of December up until the 15th we post an

‘Elfie face’ on Class Dojo and on posters around
school. They will be members of staff in disguise!

● The children have to write who they think Elfie is each
day and submit it on the 15th of December

Christmas 12 days of Christmas This is kindly organised by the Friends of Manor Way



Nativity Dates and Rehearsals
(Presch�l, Reception, Yr1 & Yr2)

Provisional dates depending upon Public Health and Local
Authority guidance and the contextual situation at the time.

Final Rehearsal for SLT Tuesday 30th November 9.45am

Dress Rehearsal Thurs 2nd Dec 9.30-11.30

Performance 1 Tues 7th Dec 9.30-11.30am

Performance 2 Wed 8th Dec 1.30 - 3.30pm

Performance 3 TBD

Last Week of Term

Visit Santa in the Forest school grotto
with a campfire and hot chocolate

Tuesday 14th December

Christmas Jumper and Jeans Day
Christmas Dinner

Wednesday 15th December

National Elf Service Day ‘Helping
Others’

Thursday 16th December
● Children come to school dressed as elves
● Children bring a donation to the donation Station on

the playground for either the Black Country Food Bank
or Monarch Mutts

Christmas Assembly (children only) Thursday 16th December

Christmas Carols on the Playground 1 pm Friday 17th December.
Parents invited
In the event of inclement weather this will not take place for
parents.

Attendance
Whole School Attendance from 1st-5th October: 96%

Reception 96.3%

Well done and congratulations to
Year 3

for receiving the
Attendance Trophy last week!

Year 1 91.9%

Year 2 97.7%

Year 3 99.7%

Year 4 98.7%

Year 5 94.0%

Year 6 94.1%



Anti Bullying Week and ‘Odd Socks Day’ Monday 15th-19th November
‘Anti Bullying Week’ will begin with celebrating what makes us all unique and different, by
coming into school on Monday 15th November wearing ‘odd socks!’ The theme for this year is
‘One Kind Word’.

Throughout the week the children will be focusing on different activities which promote how
important it is to be kind, how little acts of consideration can break down barriers and
brighten the lives of the people around us. CBBC and Cbeebies star Andy Day will be right
behind the campaign with his band ‘Andy and the Odd Socks’.

Please take photographs/videos of your child, being creative with odd socks on and send
them into school via Class Dojo. There is also a competition for the best pet in odd socks!
Share a photo or video of pet in odd socks on Twitter or Instagram using the hashtags
#OddSocksDay #PetsinOddSocks and tag @ABAonline@AndyOddSock.

Anti Bullying Week Parents and Carers Pack
If you would like to get involved as a parent or carer at home with your child, there is an anti
bullying toolkit, which will give you lots of information about bullying, tips about what to do if
you’re worried about bullying, and tools to help you talk to your children about bullying. Just
click on the link above to access this.

Children in Need- Friday 19th- ‘Get Your Strictly On’!
On Friday 19th November, our school is excited to be joining many others around the UK to
raise money for Children in Need. For 2021 Children in Need have partnered with BBC One’s
Strictly Come Dancing to bring some glitz and glamour to the Appeal and so this year they’re
asking you to ‘Get Your Strictly On’. So we are asking pupils to come to school wearing their
Strictly best and feeling fab-u-lous! For ideas and more, have a look at the BBC Children in
Need website!(Children can also come to school wearing face paint). We are asking for a
donation of £1 or £2 via our Just Giving Page , please avoid sending in cash on the
day.Keeping with the Strictly Come Dancing theme, all classes will have the opportunity to
have a disco in school. In the afternoon, pupils will be taking part in activities based around
‘mindfulness’.

Friends of Manor Way
The FMW needs volunteers to help with fun events and activities planned for this school year.
Do you have a good fundraising idea? Can you spare an hour helping at the Christmas fair or
the next disco? Or can you help by wrapping Christmas gifts on an evening at home? They
would love to hear from you. If you are able to help in any way, please leave your name and
mobile number with Miss Brown in the school office and members of the Friends will contact
you shortly.

Black Country Foodbank

https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/attachments/Anti-Bullying%20Week%202021%20-%20Parent%20Pack%20-%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/fundraising/get-your-strictly-on/
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Manor-Way-Primary-Academy-Halesowen-B63-3HA?utm_campaign=lc_frp_share_transaction_fundraiser_page_launched&utm_content=e582e540-9c5d-42a2-aee7-b18cc07c70cf&utm_medium=email&utm_source=postoffice&utm_term=1635939391117


Black Country Foodbank helps vulnerable individuals and families in crisis, through the
provision of 3 days emergency food supplies, while a longer-term solution is developed. The
services they provide have an enormous impact on the people who use them, giving them an
important breathing space at a time of great need. If you would like to find out more then click
on the link above.

School Applications
We are offering Reception Open Days for all prospective parents on the following date:

Thursday 13th January 10- 11am
If your child already attends the Manor Way Preschool and you would like to learn more about
the Reception Class at Manor Way you are welcome to visit us for one of our open days -
dates below. (These are also open to new families). Please note that sadly attendance at our
Preschool does not guarantee a place here for Reception and you will still need to follow the
usual application process detailed in the links below.
If you would like to join us for a visit please contact the school office to let us know.
Primary Link- Applications open now

DIARY DATES

Fri 19th Nov Children in Need- Get Your Strictly On!
Praise Assembly- Parents by invitation

Mon 22nd Nov Nasal Flu Immunisation Form deadline
Thurs 25th Nov Non Uniform Day

Fri 26th Nov Inset Day- School closed to pupils
Tues 7th Dec Nasal Flu Immunisations

EYFS & KS1 Nativity Performance (9:30-11:30am)
Wed 8th Dec EYFS & KS1 Nativity Performance (1:30-3:30pm)
Fri 10th Dec Inset Day- School closed to pupils

Wed 15th Dec Christmas Jumper & Jeans Day
Thurs 16th Dec National Elf Service Day- Dress as Elves

Fri 17th Dec Break Up
Carols on the playground at 1pm for 15 minutes then children can go home

Thurs 13th Jan
(2022)

10-11am Reception Open Day (4)- contact office to book

Sat 15th Jan Applications close for Reception 2022

TERM DATES

2021- 2022 Autumn Term Dates
Term Starts: Thursday 2nd September 2021
Half Term: Monday 25th October- Friday 29th October 2021
Term Ends: Friday 17th December 2021 at 1.15pm

https://www.blackcountryfoodbank.org.uk/
https://www.dudley.gov.uk/residents/learning-and-school/school-information/school-admissions/primary-reception-intake/


2021- 2022 Spring Term Dates
Term Starts: Tuesday 4th January 2022
Half Term: Monday 21st February- Friday 25th February 2022
Term Ends: Friday 8th April 2022

2021- 2022 Summer Term Dates
Term Starts: Monday 25th April 2022
Half Term: Monday 30th May- Friday 3rd June 2022
Term Ends: Thursday 21st July 2022 (pick up 1-1:55pm)

Inset Days 2021- 2022
Friday 26th November 2021
Friday 10th December 2021
Tuesday 4th January 2022
(Monday 2nd May- May Day Bank Holiday)
Monday 27th June 2022 TBC
Friday 22nd July 2022 Extra Bank Holiday


