
Manor Way Primary Academy
Happy and Successful Learners

School News 14th January 2022
Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome back to the Spring Term and what a wonderful two weeks we have had! The children
have excelled themselves and returned with their usual enthusiasm and smiles. There is so
much to look forward to this term as we are busy booking trips and experiences for the
children. Year 6 have a residential booked for June and we can confirm that this is going
ahead so watch this space!

We hope that you found the assessments and the End of Term Learning Review helpful and
supportive and if you have any questions please do not hesitate to ask. We have also sent
home the questionnaire feedback this week that you kindly completed on Parents’ Evening
and we thank you for your time in doing so as it helps us to move forwards and take on board
your thoughts and ideas.

Great news- the Early Years area is finished and the children are loving the newly refurbished
area! We are planning a grand opening so parents can come and see the incredible area that
the children are learning and playing in.

The new MUGA and traversing wall are now in constant use and being enjoyed by all!

It is wonderful to see so many children receiving their reading certificates
on Class Dojo and great to know their reading is improving and becoming
more fluent. We have also reminded the children about the awards they
can aim for this term including their pen licence and silver and gold
pencils for knowing their tables.

We ran two parent workshops this week and it was great to talk about
your child's learning both in the SATs workshop and in the phonics
workshop. Thank you to those parents who attended and if you would like
any workshops to support your understanding of the curriculum then
please let us know.

Lisa Buffery - Executive Headteacher Gemma Fox - Deputy Headteacher

Our learning this week

In Preschool, we have had a wonderful time welcoming everybody back into preschool. We
have also given a very warm welcome to our new friends starting with us Ava, Cassius, Hugo,
Frank, Arlo, and Isabella-Rose. In maths we have been enjoying a bear hunt in the forest
learning all about prepositions. We found bears under logs and on top of trees. The children
used some wonderful mathematical language during this session! Our new Whole Class
Reading book is ‘Brown Bear, Brown Bear’. The children have enjoyed sharing and recalling
family events with one another and as a group too. Well done for a fantastic first full week
back! Miss Hurst.

http://www.manor.windsoracademytrust.org.uk/media/2974/mw-parent-questionnaire-2021-2022-1.pdf


In Reception, we have been learning about numbers with 10 for maths. For phonics we have
started to learn the phase 3 digraph and trigraphs oa, ee, igh. The children have been
incredibly respectful in and out of the classroom; they have been at the top of the Dojo board
everyday! Our theme is ‘People Who Help Us’ . The children have been dressing up as firefights,
vets and nurses. ‘How to catch a star’ is our new whole class reading book and we have
sponge painted the night sky in different colours and added our own stars. Well done for a
brilliant first full week back after the Christmas break.

In Year 1, we have a great time learning about time! We can now tell the time to the nearest
half hour and are able to add 1 hour or half an hour to a given time. We have had an
adventure this week creating our own stories and have been further developing our
handwriting skills. In science we have learned about deciduous and evergreen trees- see if we
can tell you whether the trees we see on the way home are deciduous or evergreen. What a
great start to 2022!

In Year 2, in maths we have been learning about multiplication and division and have used
counters, arrays and bar models to help us. In English, we have been learning to write effective
sentences for the story, ‘The Building Boy’. We have also started our new whole class reading
text, ‘The Hodgeheg’ which we are thoroughly enjoying. In science we have been learning
about life processes and microhabitats. We have also written New Year's Resolutions.

In Year 3, the children have made a cracking start to the Spring term. In
maths, we have been calculating the perimeter of different shapes. In
writing, we have begun to write instructions in order to help people build
up their resilience and have a ‘strong mind’. In curriculum we have
started our aspirations topic and we have loved learning about different
careers and the skills that we might need to be successful in those roles.
We have almost finished ‘The Nothing To See Here Hotel’ in our whole
class reading lessons but we just don’t want the fiasco to end!



In Year 4, the children have returned brilliantly after the Christmas break. In maths we have
been looking at different ways of presenting data, focusing on pictograms and bar charts. We
have been revising some grammar skills in English, looking at different types of clauses and
subordinate conjunctions. We have completed the hinterland work on our new whole class
text, ‘The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe’ and as part of this had to plan what we would
pack into our suitcase if we were an evacuee. We have also begun our new PSHE theme for
this term, all about our feelings and we carried out an activity on our iPads to help us
understand how different things make us feel.

In Year 5,  we have been learning how to use long multiplication! It
was a bit tricky at first but we are definitely getting used to the new
method now. In English, we have started to conduct some research
into the positive and negative impacts of screen use. Next week, we
will use the information to write a balanced argument about the
topic. We attended a careers fare in curriculum and some of us
have discovered new career paths and even degree courses that
we might be interested in!

In Year 6, for maths this week we have been learning all about how
to identify missing angles on a straight line, at a point, in triangles
and in quadrilaterals. In addition, we have developed our skills to
identify coordinates and draw 2D shapes on a coordinate plane.
For English, we are continuing to work on our new story based
around ‘The Graveyard Book’ and I have been really pleased with
some of our vocabulary choices. As well as this, we have launched
our new Aspirations theme and have been learning all about
people who inspire us. And finally, I was really pleased with our
attitude in our new SATs Booster Club- it was fantastic seeing our
pupils work maturely with their study books to learn key knowledge.
Well done Year 6- keep it up!

Covid Guidance
The government has updated their guidance and you can access the information here.
Please can you contact the office if your child is positive and self isolating and also if they are
testing daily with an LFD as there is a positive case in the house. Please be assured that we
have updated our risk assessment and are continuing to work hard to follow guidance and to
reduce transmission and keep our children and families safe.

Phonics Workshops- Year 1 Parents
We will be holding a Phonics and Handwriting Workshop for our Year 1 parents next week. The
aim of the workshop will be to explain how we teach phonics and handwriting at Manor Way
and what you can do to support your child at home. We have great results with Phonics at
Manor Way and it is because we have such amazing support from parents.

The session will be held on Thursday 20th January at 9:15am (for approx 1h).

We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible and, in line with current guidance for
schools, would like you to wear a face covering while in school unless exempt please. If you

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak


have not already done so, please complete the ParentMail form to let us know if you will be
joining us.

We are now a Trauma Informed School
I am pleased to say that all the teachers, teaching assistants and lunchtime supervisors
joined Tenterfields Primary on INSET day and received 3 hours CPD delivered by Barnardos.
Barnardos worked in partnership with the West Midlands Violence Reduction Unit to create this
super introduction to Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) and Trauma-Informed Practice
(TIP).
The session covered:

● The potential impact of ACEs on a child's life
● Understanding how to recognise the signs of trauma in behaviour
● Understanding how our school can begin a journey towards a trauma informed

organisational culture.

If you would like more information on ACEs there is a short video clip (6 mins) that you can
watch HERE.

Attendance
Whole School Attendance from 4th-7th January: 95%

Reception 92.2%

Well done and congratulations to
Year 4

for receiving the
Attendance Trophy last week!

Year 1 92.7%

Year 2 97.3%

Year 3 95.4%

Year 4 98.9%

Year 5 93.3%

Year 6 97.7%

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XHgLYI9KZ-A


Clubs
Our clubs for this term started this week. There are still places available in most clubs, please
contact the school office if you would like to add your child onto the register.

Before School
8.30-8.45am

Lunchtime After School 3.30-4.30pm

Mon Get Moving Reading Buddies Dodgeball Yr 3-4 (YourSport)
SATs Booster Club Yr6 (Mr Eeles)

Tues Get Moving Dodgeball Yr 1-2 (YourSport)
Relax Kids Yr 1-4 (Gen) (see below)
Musical Theatre Yr 3-6 (Kirstie)

Wed Get Moving
Yr4 Maths Club

Reading Buddies Hagley Golf Club Yr 1-3 (James)
Football Club Yr 5-6 (YourSport)
Pottery Club Yr2-6 (Liz)

Thurs Get Moving
Yr6 Maths Club

Gymnastics
Yr1 or Yr2
Reading Buddies

AVFC Football Yr 3-4 (James)
Football Club Yr 1&2 (YourSport)
Badminton Yr 4-6 (Mrs Tidman-Poole)

Fri Sports Club Yr R-2 (YourSport)
Gymnastics Yr 3-6 (Lisa H)
Tag Rugby Yr 5-6 (Mrs Tidman-Poole)

(Italics- Invitation only) A reminder that clubs will not run during the final week of term.

Relax Kids Club
We are looking for a few more children to sign up to Relax Kids Club- for children in Years 1-4-
to enable us to go ahead with the club for this half term.

Gen, who runs the sessions, has put together some additional information about Relax Kids
Club which is included below. If you would like to sign up your child for this half term, please
complete the original ParentMail form- there is a minimum and maximum number for this
club and we will confirm on Monday if the club is going ahead and if your child has a place. It
is a great club and has had lovely feedback from children and parents in the past.

WHAT IS RELAX KIDS WITH GEN?

Relax Kids classes demonstrate a unique 7-step system offering
children relaxation and mindfulness activities that will help them
to decrease stress and anxiety, whilst giving them the chance to
build confidence and self-esteem. Relax Kids also instils tools
and techniques that enable children to be more resilient, calm
and confident, which will set them up for life.

Relax Kids with Gen classes are fun, creative and relaxing
sessions that help children to develop their focus and to
self-regulate, as well as to recognise their strengths and
manage their emotional journey through life. The relaxation
techniques provide a toolbox of skills which can be transferred
into later life. If children can learn to be calm under pressure at a
young age, then they stand in good stead for their adult life.



Our next set of sessions is planned around the theme of Happiness – in these sessions the
children will go on a happiness adventure while discovering, learning and sharing the
amazing feeling of being happy. Skills such as confidence, emotional resilience and self
esteem will be developed each week on our amazing adventure, along with tools and
techniques they can use to help manage their emotions.

Please do contact Gen on 07958 666310 or via my Facebook page– Relax Kids with
Gen–North Worcestershire/Stourbridge/Halesowen– for more information and support.

Thank you and I look forward to starting our Relax Kids journey together.

Gen Nisbet
Relax Kids Coach

Jolly January Fun Lunch!
If you would like your child to take part in the Jolly January Fun
Lunch please sign them up via the normal lunch ordering system on
ParentMail (ParentMail- Accounts- School Dinners 2021/2022). If
possible, please place your order over the weekend to help us with
order numbers. (The ordering system will remain open until
midnight on Wednesday). For those in Reception, Yr1 and Yr2, these
will be free (as part of the Universal Free School Meals scheme) and
for those in Yr3-6 this will be the usual £2.40, which should be paid
through ParentMail please.

Black Country Foodbank
Black Country Foodbank vouchers help vulnerable individuals and families in crisis, through
the provision of 3 days emergency food supplies, while a longer-term solution is developed.
The services they provide have an enormous impact on the people who use them, giving
them an important breathing space at a time of great need. If you would like to find out more
then click on the link above.

Manor Way can distribute vouchers and if you or anyone you know needs support please ask
at Reception.

Infographic: Building resilience in children and teens (Family Lives)
The Family Lives charity aims to offer all parents somewhere to turn before they reach crisis
point. Crisis support, provided for over 40 years through their helpline, has always been at the
heart of what they do.

Family Lives also have an excellent website to help parents with the ups and downs of family
life. One useful infographic is this one about building resilience in children and teens. You can
download it here.

The Family Lives parents' helpline is available Monday to Friday, 1.30 - 9pm on 0808 800 2222.

The website can be found here: www.familylives.org.uk

School Admissions September 2022
If you have a child who is due to start school in September 2022, please ensure that you have
submitted your application by 15th January 2022

https://www.blackcountryfoodbank.org.uk/
https://www.familylives.org.uk/advice/your-family/wellbeing/building-resilience-in-children-and-teens/
http://email.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/c/eJyFUE1vhCAQ_TVyadYgiMiBQ5u2Sc_9AWaUUdkVMIC1_vu6zR56azKHSd68eR_owC5dPlbUb_f1JQYwA6RM8BexRrOqboWSlCoya2h4BbXicgClBoXYSs5Z0wo-MjnSniSb8cGSoqKtYGTRc85rKvhzwd7P2fe9HMHZ5VjsF6YyxKncbidAHKYEE3YJvcHYmXB68Pp27V2ZYMRpg2isn6xPwxzCksohnMyHVYP3d_G4qwvWslZWouHEakYZo1VFacNEVZcja_peSSZ7aBS0WNT0X4WopzF8n5cOfIjlbr1JIcIABt2R45byIwXJ-vNs4OnjtWD8Twewrp0Hh_oGV-jtJeUQcYzB53RZYzDbkG3wxGhTC9XTH9GPiDo


Preschool Applications
We have places available in our Preschool for September starters. To apply, or for more
information, please contact the school office on:
information@manor.windsoracademytrust.org.uk.

Vacancies
We are currently recruiting for the following roles at Manor Way, please follow the links should
you wish to apply:

Cleaner
Teaching Assistant
Lunchtime Supervisory

DIARY DATES
Sat 15th Jan Applications close for Reception 2022- Primary Link

Thurs 20th Jan 9:15am Yr1 Phonics Workshop for Parents (see above)
Jolly January Fun Lunch (see above)

Tues 8th Feb Parents Evening from 3.40pm- sign up via ParentMail
Scholastic Book Fair will be on site for you to purchase books.

Thurs 10th Feb Parents Evening from 3.40pm- sign up via ParentMail
Scholastic Book Fair will be on site for you to purchase books.

7-11th March Yr6 Mock SATs week
9th-13th May Yr6 SATs Week
8th-12th June Yr 1 Phonics Screening Week

TERM DATES

2021- 2022 Spring Term Dates
Term Starts: Tuesday 4th January 2022
Half Term: Monday 21st February- Friday 25th February 2022
Term Ends: Friday 8th April 2022

2021- 2022 Summer Term Dates
Term Starts: Monday 25th April 2022
Half Term: Monday 30th May- Friday 3rd June 2022
Term Ends: Thursday 21st July 2022 (pick up 1pm)

2022- 2023 Autumn Term Dates
Term Starts: Monday 5th September 2022
Half Term: Monday 24th October - Friday 28th October 2022
Term End Friday 16th December 2022

Inset Days 2021- 2022
Tuesday 4th January 2022
(Monday 2nd May- May Day Bank Holiday)
Monday 27th June 2022 TBC
(Friday 22nd July 2022 Extra Bank Holiday)

mailto:information@manor.windsoracademytrust.org.uk
https://www.windsoracademytrust.org.uk/job-vacancies/vacancy/JAN20229290/
https://www.windsoracademytrust.org.uk/job-vacancies/vacancy/JAN20229319/
https://www.windsoracademytrust.org.uk/job-vacancies/vacancy/JAN20221023/
https://www.dudley.gov.uk/residents/learning-and-school/school-information/school-admissions/primary-reception-intake/

