
Manor Way Primary Academy
Happy and Successful Learners

School News 22nd October 2021
Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been another fantastic couple of weeks at Manor Way. One of the highlights has to be welcoming
parents/carers to join us for Parents' Evening, after nearly 2 years - it was just wonderful to see you all
again and thank you for your time in completing the questionnaires to support us to further improve the
childrens’ outcomes and experiences. We will feedback after half term and Mrs Fox and I will contact any
parents who have made a suggestion or raised a question.

On Thursday, we had a visit from the Deputy CEO, Miss Dawn Haywood, and one of our WAT Trustees,
Julie Holder. They had the pleasure of visiting every classroom and met with a group of pupils to talk
about their learning and vision for Manor Way. We were very proud and they were very impressed with all
the children and their behaviour and learning attitudes at Manor Way.

Then on Tuesday, we hosted Reception Induction days for prospective parents. These have gone
exceptionally well and, as always, the children did the school proud! A thank you to the Junior Leaders for
delivering their powerpoint so fantastically.

We have also had a group of pupils visit Great Wyrley to take part in Arts ambassador training and artist
interviews so it has been a very busy week with many proud moments.

This half term has been one of coming back together and we have loved it. We will keep you updated with
any changes that we receive from Public Health and any changes we may have to make to the school day
in relation to Covid in the upcoming weeks.

Have a great half term and we look forward to seeing you back very soon.

Lisa Buffery - Executive Headteacher
Gemma Fox - Deputy Headteacher

Celebrating Success

Praise Certificates were awarded to the following children. A huge well done to them all for working hard
on their ASPIRE Character Virtues!

Praise Certificates- Friday 15th October

R Huck W & Doug W For great collaboration when scooping out the pumpkin seeds.

Year 1 Zeke M & Charlie B Great collaboration in maths lessons this week

Year 2 Ethan O & Lewis P Collaboration in maths lessons this week

Year 3 Beth H & Hope R Great collaboration in sharing ideas and keeping one another organised

Year 4 Noah D & Brooke G For collaboration in maths

Year 5 Alex C & Amelia M Collaborating on their ‘Talk Task’ in Maths

Year 6 Seth M & Riley H Working together in science and sharing ideas to be successful



Praise Certificates- Friday 22nd October

R Lily G For collaborating in the outside area

Year 1 Zachary H Great communication to help a new member of the class settle in

Year 2 Zachary S Communicating clearly and with brilliant confidence

Year 3 Ollie D Confident, clear and articulate communication

Year 4 Cameron N Communicating his ideas clearly in maths

Year 5 Sophie M Clear and articulate communication skills at all times

Year 6 Isabelle S Excellent communication skills and being a role model

Hot Chocolate Friday awards are given to celebrate pupils who are always displaying the right attitude
and behaviour. The following children received these awards during the last two weeks:

Hot Chocolate Friday!

Reception Chloe A
Year 1 Edie H & Joseph C
Year 2 Owen H & Freya W
Year 3 Jude F & Jayden R
Year 4 Sabira B & Harvey D
Year 5 Kabir M & Lucas S-F
Year 6 Finley G & Pippa G

Our Learning this week
In Preschool, we have had another magical week. We have used our growing mathematical knowledge
to make a new wand for Winnie the witch! We collected sticks, choosing the right length, and made
shapes to add onto the top! We have explored simple rhymes and created our own magic spells. The
children have enjoyed creating and painting their own salt dough pumpkins, using real pumpkins as their
inspiration. Well done to everybody for all their hard work, Keep it up!! I’m looking forward to seeing you
after half term, enjoy the rest! Miss Hurst



In Reception, we have had a wonderful end to our first half term. The children have been blending and
segmenting simple words in phonics, subtracting one and adding one more to six in maths. They have
been making potions in the potion lab and experimenting with vinegar and bicarbonate of soda in the
outside area. Have a huge rest and a lovely week off school everyone.

In Year 1, we have had a great couple of weeks learning about shapes and movement in maths. We
enjoyed a drama session when our classroom became a soup kitchen and explored the vocabulary we
could use to describe this experience. We have been finishing our English text, ‘Last Stop on Market
Street’ and have completed an independent writing task based on this. We had a great time learning about
the Royal Family and have ended our topic on changes through the generations with a Royal Tea Party. It
has been a great term for our ‘Wonderful Ones’ and I’m looking forward to more learning adventures
together after the half term break. Well done Class One!

In Year 2, this week, we have been learning to solve addition and subtraction word problems and have
used bar models to help us. In English, we have been writing effective sentences for the story, ‘Stardust’.
In whole class reading, we have been learning about Amelia Earhart. We have also continued to read and
enjoy the story, ‘George’s Marvellous Medicine’. In curriculum, we have been learning about Neil
Armstrong, Tim Peake and Bessie Coleman. Well done to all the children for all their hard work. I can’t
wait to see you all after the half term break. Take care, Miss Ahmed.

In Year 3, this week, in maths we have been learning about bar charts and pictograms. In English, we
have been publishing our stories inspired by ‘Star in a jar’. In curriculum, we have been looking at what
schools were like in the Victorian era and comparing them to our schools we have today. We were so
shocked at some of their school rules! Well done to all of Class 3 for a brilliant first half term in year, enjoy
your break and I look forward to seeing you all ready and raring in November.

In Year 4, the children have been working hard developing their problem solving skills. They have been
applying their knowledge of column methods to solve word problems, using bar models and part whole
models to represent the problems being solved. In English, wedding bells have been ringing for Dad and
the lady with the green shoes in our story of Feast. In curriculum, we have been creating our own
presentations about Stonehenge using our iPads. We have had lots of fun inserting sound buttons to show
what we know. We have also found out why the Bronze Age is called the Bronze Age and have found out
about Bronze Age people actually made their tools, sorting the process into the correct order. Have a
great half term year 4, and I look forward to seeing you when we get back.

In Year 5, Class 5 have really settled into their learning and
have really upped the ante, particularly in writing! I have loved
reading their independent writing about being stranded on
Venus- we definitely have many budding astronauts! In maths,
we have aced addition and subtraction and are ready to start
looking at line graphs and time tables after half term. Our
historical theme has ended with some very creative double page
spreads outlining everything that has been learnt about Ancient
Greece this half term. Have a relaxing half term - I can’t wait to
see you all in November! Photo credits to Henry Busby!

In Year 6, it has been lovely to settle back in and see our class flourish. During my absence, Class 6 has
produced some excellent pieces of writing giving instructions about the gruesome mummification process
which was first developed in Ancient Egypt. In Maths, Class 6 have refined their strategies for long
multiplication and division and I have been really pleased with how these strategies are now being used to
problem solve SATS style questions. To finish our Historical theme, I really enjoyed reading our leaflets
outlining how objects that have survived the test of time have helped teach us about the past - great job
everyone! Take care and have a super half term - I look forward to seeing you all soon for the new launch
of our next ASPIRE theme.



End of Day Arrangements
We had been planning to return to our ‘normal’ non-staggered pick-up arrangements after half term,
however, following the updates this week regarding the large rise in national COVID cases, we are not
going to make this change for now. Instead, we will continue with the current arrangements when we
return next week to avoid changing the plans and then having to change back if guidance is updated in the
coming weeks. The one-way system will remain in place at pick-up time. Please do follow the route round
the playground and avoid gathering in groups. Thank you for your continued
support.

Mrs Hutchinson
We would like to wish a fond farewell to Mrs Hutchinson.
We would like to thank her for the wonderful artwork that she has produced with
the children since she started with us. We know that we will all still see her on the
playground and wish her well with her future plans.

Christmas Card Competition
We have once again been invited to take part in the Christmas card competition,
run by our local MP, James Morris.

Each year, children from local schools submit their card designs and the winner of the competition will see
their design being made into a card that will be sent to over 300 people, including local and national press,
senior politicians (including the Prime Minister!) and many charitable organisations.

Children are asked to create their festive design on a piece of A4 paper. Designs must be flat (no glitter,
pom poms or googly eyes please) and include the name and age of the child on the reverse, as well as
the name of our school. Once you have created your masterpiece, please return it to Miss Brown in the
school office by Monday 1st November and we will submit them as a school.

The winners and runners up will then be selected and certificates and prizes will be awarded in December.

Dudley Public Health Advice
The number of cases of Covid-19 continue to rise across the borough, with the largest number of cases in
the 10-19 age group. This is leading to a number of outbreaks in education settings.

When necessary, local authorities can introduce local measures to reduce transmission in settings and
help keep students and staff safe. Therefore, in response to an outbreak in an education setting, Dudley
Public Health advise that the following measures are introduced:

1. Face masks are worn in communal areas where social distancing cannot be maintained (this only
applies to staff and visitors in primary schools)
2. Any child identified as a close contact by NHS Test & Trace or Dudley Public Health (either within their
education* setting or household), should undertake a PCR test. Individuals should not attend the setting
until the result is known. If the result is positive, they should isolate for 10 full days, in line with the
guidance. If the result is negative, they can return to their setting and are encouraged to undertake daily
Lateral Flow Tests* for 7 days after the date of the PCR test. *only applicable to those 5 years of age or
over.

These measures will only be implemented in your child’s school in conjunction with the Dudley Public
Health team and for a limited period of time, if and when they are needed.

Your school will therefore communicate further advice and guidance to you if required. We hope that you
support this guidance and work with us to help avoid further outbreaks in childcare and education settings
and keep our children and young people in education.

Yours sincerely, Karen Wright, Director of Public Health and Wellbeing



Squid Game (Netflix)
There have been a lot of media reports this week about Netflix’s Squid Game. Parents need to know that
the level of violence is very intense. This is currently the most watched show in 90 countries and nearly all
episodes of the ‘15’ rated show contain violent and gruesome scenes.

Attendance
Whole School Attendance from 11th- 15th October: 97%

Reception 94.8%

Well done and congratulations to
Year 3

for receiving the
Attendance Trophy last week!

Year 1 95.3%

Year 2 97.3%

Year 3 98.6%

Year 4 95.7%

Year 5 97.0%

Year 6 96.9%

Parents’ Evening
It was lovely to welcome parents back into school for Parents Evening this week and we hope you enjoyed
the opportunity to speak with your child’s teacher face-to face as well as having a look round school and at
your child’s books. Thank you to those who completed questionnaires for us, we will be considering all
comments and responses over the coming weeks and look forward to hearing your thoughts and
feedback.

Praise Assembly
We are really pleased to announce that after half term we would like to invite parents back into school to
attend our Praise Assemblies. Parents will be advised if their child is being praised via ParentMail with one
weeks notice and we will seat you at the back of the hall and ask if you can wear face masks.

Readathon
A huge thank you to those who have sent in their sponsorship money for our Readathon back at the start
of term. We are very pleased to let you know that you have raised £434.50 which will go towards new
books for our classes and school library.

Friends of Manor Way
The FMW needs volunteers to help with fun events and activities planned for this school year. Do you
have a good fundraising idea? Can you spare an hour helping at the Christmas fair or the next disco? Or
can you help by wrapping Christmas gifts on an evening at home? They would love to hear from you.

If you are able to help in any way, please leave your name and mobile number with Miss Brown in the
school office and members of the Friends will contact you shortly.

The Friends are specifically looking for people who can offer help with the Christmas Fair from 1pm on
Thursday 9th December. Please look out for a ParentMail form for volunteers to sign up.



Parking
We completely understand the challenges facing parents at the start and end of the day and that because
we are on an estate it can mean finding a place to park can take time. We know that the vast majority of
parents plan their journey and arrive early; park nearby and walk in, or simply walk to school if they can,
and we thank you for that. Unfortunately, a number of parents have been parking on yellow lines and over
our neighbours’ drives as well as blocking footpaths. We work hard to ensure a positive relationship with
our neighbours and would like to ask you once again to be considerate with your parking and follow all
signs and legal road markings. Our neighbours are permitted to report any cars who park unsafely to the
local council or, if parked illegally, to the local police.

Black Country Foodbank
Black Country Foodbank helps vulnerable individuals and families in crisis, through the provision of 3 days
emergency food supplies, while a longer-term solution is developed. The services they provide have an
enormous impact on the people who use them, giving them an important breathing space at a time of
great need. If you would like to find out more then click on the link above.

School Applications
We are offering Reception Open Days for all prospective parents on the following dates:

Tuesday 2nd November 10:15- 11:15am
Thursday 13th January 10- 11am

If your child already attends the Manor Way Preschool and you would like to learn more about the
Reception Class at Manor Way you are welcome to visit us for one of our open days - dates below. (These
are also open to new families). Please note that sadly attendance at our Preschool does not guarantee a
place here for Reception and you will still need to follow the usual application process detailed in the links
below.

If you would like to join us for a visit please contact the school office to let us know.
Primary Link- Applications open now Secondary Link- Applications open now

DIARY DATES

Sun 31st Oct Applications close for Year 7 2022

Mon 1st Nov Christmas Card competition deadline

Tues 2nd Nov 10:15-11:15am Reception Open Day (3)- contact office to book

Fri 5th Nov Praise Assembly- Parents by invitation

Fri 12th Nov Praise Assembly- Parents by invitation

Fri 19th Nov Praise Assembly- Parents by invitation

Mon 22nd Nov Nasal Flu Immunisation Form deadline

Tues 7th Dec Nasal Flu Immunisations

Thurs 13th Jan (2022) 10-11am Reception Open Day (4)- contact office to book

Sat 15th Jan Applications close for Reception 2022

TERM DATES

2021- 2022 Autumn Term Dates
Term Starts: Thursday 2nd September 2021
Half Term: Monday 25th October- Friday 29th October 2021
Term Ends: Friday 17th December 2021

https://www.blackcountryfoodbank.org.uk/
https://www.dudley.gov.uk/residents/learning-and-school/school-information/school-admissions/primary-reception-intake/
https://www.dudley.gov.uk/residents/learning-and-school/school-information/school-admissions/secondary-year-7-intake/


2021- 2022 Spring Term Dates
Term Starts: Tuesday 4th January 2022
Half Term: Monday 21st February- Friday 25th February 2022
Term Ends: Friday 8th April 2022

2021- 2022 Summer Term Dates
Term Starts: Monday 25th April 2022
Half Term: Monday 30th May- Friday 3rd June 2022
Term Ends: Thursday 21st July 2022 (pick up 1-1:55pm)

Inset Days 2021- 2022
Friday 26th November 2021
Friday 10th December 2021
Tuesday 4th January 2022
(Monday 2nd May- May Day Bank Holiday)
Monday 27th June 2022 TBC
Friday 22nd July 2022 Extra Bank Holiday

Firework Safety Advice
Please see the below information with links to a host of really important safety advice.

With many organised displays cancelled again this year, many families will be thinking of having displays
at home.

But do we all know how to buy safely and avoid unlicensed sellers?

Do we know what precautions to take to avoid a serious accident?

And would we know what to do if the worst happened?

Our new fireworks advice hub makes it easy for you to share safety messages with families.  You’ll find:

● Fireworks buying guide – to help families avoid dangerous fireworks.
● Fireworks safety tips – essential tips for families doing their own display.
● Lessons for little ones – a downloadable resource to help you teach children about safety.
● Warning to parents – a real story to share.
● In an emergency – good first aid will reduce the likelihood of lifelong scarring.

Head Lice Checks

It's not unusual for children to catch head lice, regular checking is always advised and the holidays are a
great time to do this. Please see the advice below from Dudley NHS.

https://childsafetyweek.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f1346f3ff5a62d47baae512fa&id=439a624155&e=176a5b4cb9
https://childsafetyweek.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f1346f3ff5a62d47baae512fa&id=09599556d0&e=176a5b4cb9
https://childsafetyweek.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f1346f3ff5a62d47baae512fa&id=f2057d2ee9&e=176a5b4cb9
https://childsafetyweek.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f1346f3ff5a62d47baae512fa&id=26c219c328&e=176a5b4cb9
https://childsafetyweek.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f1346f3ff5a62d47baae512fa&id=c2615d3f6b&e=176a5b4cb9
https://childsafetyweek.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f1346f3ff5a62d47baae512fa&id=8030dbbeaa&e=176a5b4cb9



