
Manor Way Primary Academy
Happy and Successful Learners

School News 8th October 2021
Dear Parents and Carers,

The ASPIRE learner skill this week has been ‘giving and receiving feedback’ and it has been inspiring to
see children across the whole school making it happen! What a delight it is to see pupils giving each other
feedback on how to improve their learning and acting upon it.

In our weekly praise assembly this morning we celebrated the overwhelming donations that have come
into school for the local Afghan refugees. We invited Lee and Emma from the Dudley Refugee Support
Centre to receive the donations who were deeply grateful. Thank you to Mrs Tate for organising this and
making it happen.The families at Manor Way have made a significant difference to the lives of many
people, thank you.

Congratulations to Esther who won the sunflower competition- her sunflower was taller than Mr Eeles!
Esther received a prize in the praise assembly this morning for her achievement.

A huge thank you to all parents/carers for supporting us with the new procedures in the morning - there
are a few updates below.

Have a wonderful weekend.

Lisa Buffery - Executive Headteacher
Gemma Fox - Deputy Headteacher

Celebrating Success

Praise Certificates- Friday 1st October
Praise certificates for the last two weeks were awarded to the following children.
A huge well done to them all for working hard on their ASPIRE Character Virtues!

Reception Thomas C
Year 1 Penny F
Year 2 Ryan C
Year 3 Isobelle H
Year 4 Lilia D
Year 5 Max L
Year 6 Finley G

Praise Certificates- Friday 8th October
Praise certificates for the last two weeks were awarded to the following children.
A huge well done to them all for working hard on their ASPIRE Character Virtues!

Reception Joel B
Year 1 Izaan I
Year 2 Joseph G
Year 3 Zoe L
Year 4 Tristan J
Year 5 Siena H
Year 6 Zainab K



Hot Chocolate Friday!
This is for pupils who are always displaying the right attitude and

behaviour.

Reception Oliver L-T & Jamie S
Year 1 Ariella A & Amelia L
Year 2 Ivy L & Anoushka S
Year 3 Amelia A & William P
Year 4 Holly F & Kian M
Year 5 Amelie S & Harley T
Year 6 Connor C & Jessica B

Our Learning this week
In Preschool, we have been enjoying our new Whole Class Reading Book ‘Goldilocks and the Three
Bears’. We have explored multi-media art, the children used a fork and paint to create some “fuzzy wuzzy
bears”! We have been concentrating on counting this week. We put our counting skills to use to ensure we
saved all of Gerry’s friends who got stuck in the forest. Super work! On top of this we have been busy
learning to use new tools to make some special teddy bear sandwiches. Some magical learning this week,
well done everybody! Let's continue the Manor way Magic next week!

In Reception, we have been continuing our phonics journey learning the new sounds i, n, m, d, g, o, c, k
with segmenting and blending words. The children have been making patterns using two and three
colours, recognising the number 1, 2, 3 and matching objects to these numbers. Our new whole class
reading book is the story of ‘The Little Red Hen’. The children tasted different kinds of bread and made a
large ciabatta loaf in class, which we baked and then enjoyed eating! Well done to all the children for
continuing to be ‘responsible’ in the classroom.

In Year 1, we have been using our observational skills to find out more about the passengers on the bus
in our English text. We also took part in some drama and used open questions to find out more about the
people we were sitting with on the bus. In our whole class reading, we enjoyed finding out more about the
characters in the Enormous Crocodile and explored Roald Dahl’s use of alliteration. In maths, we have
focused on addition and subtraction and have explored how these two operations are related. We have
continued to learn about the order of the days of the week and the months of the year in our Maths
Meetings.

In Year 2, this week we have been learning to add and subtract numbers up to 100 and have been using
part whole models and dienes to help us. In English, we have been writing effective sentences for the
story, ‘Stardust’. As part of our whole class reading lessons, we have continued to read and enjoy
‘George’s Marvellous Medicine’. In phonics, we have continued to revisit our Phase 5 sounds. In
curriculum, we have created posters to advertise a paid trip to the moon.



In Year 3, we have been looking at place value in maths and looking at how we round numbers to the
nearest 10. In writing, we have continued with our story of Star In The Jar and we are in the process of
planning our own recreation of the story. In curriculum, we have been comparing schools now to schools
in the Victorian era. We can’t believe how strict schools used to be! In science we have been working
scientifically through investigating density. Well done Class 3 on another fantastic week - let's keep it up!

In Year 4, we have been looking at addition and subtraction in maths, using different methods to solve
calculations mentally. We have been continuing with our story of Feast, and have been able to think of
some excellent similes to describe Winston’s anger at having a newcomer in the house! In our curriculum
lessons, we used our iPads to create a presentation about cave art, recording and inserting our own
sound buttons for the viewer to press. In our art lessons we have also been creating our own cave art,
considering the materials available and the purpose of our art work.

In Year 5, we have been looking at mental addition and subtraction in maths. We have been engrossed in
our writing about being stranded on Mars and have produced some excellent writing so far. In science, we
have been researching all things Milky Way and have found some fascinating facts about the planets. Did
you know that one day on Venus lasts 243 Earth days?! In history lessons, we have been learning about
the differences between peaceful Athens and the war-obsessed Spartans!

In Year 6, we have now completed our fantastic stories set in Ancient Egypt. I have really enjoyed reading
them. In Maths we have now started our new unit and I have been really impressed with how swiftly our
children have refined their methods for multiplying by 10, 100 and 1000 as well as ordering decimals with
up to 3 places. As we approach the end of our theme for the Ancient Egyptians, this week we have learnt
more about the use of hieroglyphics and how the Rosetta Stone, discovered in 1799, helped us to decode
their language and help us understand more about how they lived. Well done Class 6 on another
impressive week- let's keep it up!

Morning School Arrangements - update
School gates will open at 8:40am. Please do not arrive any earlier than this time and supervise your
children. We ask that you do not allow them to play on the grass area.

Mr Flett will ring a bell at 8:45am and the doors into school will open.

Years 1, 2 and 3 will enter up the steps on the left hand side and through the fire door on the left.
Year 4 and 5 will enter up the steps on the left hand side of the playground and up the set of steps to the
fire door.
Year 6 will enter via the classroom fire door.
Reception and Preschool parents/carers can continue to walk with their child(ren) around the building to
the classroom doors.



Attendance
Whole School Attendance from 13th- 17th September: 96%

Reception 99.3%

Well done and congratulations to
Year 2

for receiving the
Attendance Trophy this week, and to

Reception Class for being a very close
second place!

Year 1 98.6%

Year 2 99.3%

Year 3 92.0%

Year 4 95.7%

Year 5 89.80%

Year 6 95.39%

Praise Assembly
We are really pleased to announce that after half term we would like to invite parents back into school to
attend our Praise Assemblies. Parents will be advised if their child is being praised via Dojo with one
weeks notice.

Friends of Manor Way (PA) AGM
The Friends of Manor Way (FOMW) AGM will be held on Monday 11th October at 3:45pm in the school
conservatory and everyone is welcome to come along! Tea, coffee & cake provided. Childcare can be
covered if required.

We need volunteers to help with fun events and activities planned for this school year. Do you have a
good fundraising idea? Can you spare an hour helping at the Christmas fair or the next disco? Or can you
help by wrapping Christmas gifts on an evening at home? We would love to hear from you.

If you are unable to attend the meeting but still want to help in any way please leave your name and
mobile number with Miss Brown in the school office and members of the FOMW will contact you shortly.

Thank you!

World Mental Health Day

Sunday 10th October marks World Mental Health Day. At Manor Way, we value
the importance of looking after our mental health and are looking forward to
taking this opportunity to help the children to focus on and develop their own
mental health. We will be taking part in an afternoon of activities on Monday
11th October. We’re looking forward to expressing ourselves, indulging in
calmness, being mindful and focusing on being healthy.

Names on All Items
Please can we ask you to double check that everything your child brings into school is clearly named. We
have lots of children with the same water bottles and lunch boxes and it will help us to avoid mix-ups and
upsets, as well as to return lost property when stray items are found. Unnamed uniform is understandably
almost impossible for us to return and we know it is costly for you to replace. Names/initials added with a
special laundry marker pen is fine!



Readathon
Well done and thank you to those that have handed in their sponsorship forms so far. The deadline for
these is 22/10/2021. We will update you with our final total very soon!

Donation for Afghan Refugees
We have had an amazing amount of donations to support the Afghan Refugees - thank you for your
generosity! We must give a special mention to Carol Kibbler, Jane & Peter Baxter and Gigmill Methodist
Church who have also been collecting donations to add to our collection. We have had so many items
given to us to pass on that we completely filled all three vehicles when Emma and Lee from Dudley
Refugee Support came to school to receive the goods! Another huge shout out to Mrs Tate for initiating
and organising this collection and to you all for contributing so much- these donations will make a
difference to the lives and well being of a lot of people! Thank you.

While loading the donations this morning, Emma was contacted about another new family- so the
pushchair and travel cot collected have already been given out!

Chinese New Year Decorations
A big thank you to the Lim family for their donation of a box full of beautiful Chinese Decorations, we look
forward to putting them up in February!

Black Country Foodbank
Black Country Foodbank helps vulnerable individuals and families in crisis, through the provision of 3 days
emergency food supplies, while a longer-term solution is developed. The services they provide have an
enormous impact on the people who use them, giving them an important breathing space at a time of
great need. If you would like to find out more then click on the link above.

Dudley Community Information Directory
The Dudley Community Information Directory is an important tool for the community to find information on
groups, support, activities, health and care services, and much more.

The Covid-19 pandemic has brought many challenges to local people and there is help accessible in a
range of areas via the online directory. You can learn more about the information and help available by
watching this new YouTube video .

If you are struggling in any way please do let us know at school. We have access to many resources and
routes for support and would like to help you.

https://www.blackcountryfoodbank.org.uk/
https://dudleyci.co.uk/
https://youtu.be/tS1uPamZkXY


School Applications
We are offering Reception Open Days for all prospective parents on the following dates:
Tuesday 12th October 10- 11am
Tuesday 19th October 2:15- 3:15pm
Tuesday 2nd November 10:15- 11:15am
Thursday 13th January 10- 11am

If your child already attends the Manor Way Preschool and you would like to learn more about the
Reception Class at Manor Way you are welcome to visit us for one of our open days - dates below. (These
are also open to new families). Please note that sadly attendance at our Preschool does not guarantee a
place here for Reception and you will still need to follow the usual application process detailed above.

If you would like to join us for a visit please contact the school office to let us know.
Primary Link- Applications open now Secondary Link- Applications open now

DIARY DATES
Mon 11th Oct Friends of Manor Way (FMW) MW AGM at 3:45pm in school

Tues 12th Oct 10-11am Reception Open Day (1)-  contact office to book

Tues 19th Oct 2:15-3:15pm Reception Open Day (2)- contact office to book

Parents Evening 3:30 - 6.20pm - Books will be on sale from Scholastic Books

Thurs 21st Oct Parents Evening 3:30 - 6.20pm - Books will be on sale from Scholastic Books

Fri 22nd Oct Readathon Sponsorship hand in deadline

Sun 31st Oct Applications close for Year 7 2022

Tues 2nd Nov 10:15-11:15am Reception Open Day (3)- contact office to book

Mon 22nd Nov Nasal Flu Immunisation Form deadline

Tues 7th Dec Nasal Flu Immunisations

Thurs 13th Jan (2022) 10-11am Reception Open Day (4)- contact office to book

Sat 15th Jan Applications close for Reception 2022

TERM DATES
2021- 2022 Autumn Term Dates
Term Starts: Thursday 2nd September 2021
Half Term: Monday 25th October- Friday 29th October 2021
Term Ends: Friday 17th December 2021

2021- 2022 Spring Term Dates
Term Starts: Tuesday 4th January 2022
Half Term: Monday 21st February- Friday 25th February 2022
Term Ends: Friday 8th April 2022

2021- 2022 Summer Term Dates
Term Starts: Monday 25th April 2022
Half Term: Monday 30th May- Friday 3rd June 2022
Term Ends: Thursday 21st July 2022 (pick up 1-1:55pm)

Inset Days 2021- 2022
Friday 26th November 2021
Friday 10th December 2021
Tuesday 4th January 2022
(Monday 2nd May- May Day Bank Holiday)
Monday 27th June 2022 TBC
Friday 22nd July 2022 Extra Bank Holiday

https://www.dudley.gov.uk/residents/learning-and-school/school-information/school-admissions/primary-reception-intake/
https://www.dudley.gov.uk/residents/learning-and-school/school-information/school-admissions/secondary-year-7-intake/

