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Dear All 
What can we say! What an incredible week we have had this week.             
Operation Christmas was a complete success and the children have          
had a ball. Yesterday, was so wonderful watching the children meet           
Santa and so many of you have shared that you are struggling to see              
him this year and this was the childrens’ only chance to see him. This              
made it even more special. 
 
The final surprise this week was the children receiving their selection           
boxes which they should have come home with. There is one more            
surprise left to come, we hope you like it!  
 
Thank you so much for your support in so many ways over this term              
and with joining in to make Operation Christmas come together. I           
have thanked people as we have gone along and we are so grateful.             
If I have missed anyone out please accept my apologies and know            
that we are very grateful. Please enjoy the overview of Operation  
Christmas which we will post on Class Dojo, Twitter and Facebook.           
We will share the incredible video, we are sending to our local care             
homes, of our children performing ‘Twas the Night Before Christmas’,          
on the night before Christmas! 
 
The children have been wonderful this term and a joy to be around so we wish you all a fabulous                    
Christmas and let’s hope that 2021 brings hope that we can all stay safe and return to some kind of                    
normality. 
 
Enjoy the festivities 
 
Our learning this week… 
In Preschool, we have been super super busy. This week we have been focussing on creating our design                  
technology projects. We have used our fine motor skills to delicately paint the wood to form our christmas                  
tree decorations. We have also been hard at work in Santa's workshop, using scissors to cut the wrapping                  
paper and some of us even wrote our names onto the names tags! We have enjoyed our Whole Class                   
Reading book ‘Polar Bear Polar Bear, What Do You Hear?’. We have learnt lots and lots about polar                  
bears, and explored various different textures too! Amongst all of this we have also had loads and loads of                   
fun boogying at our Christmas disco, enjoying our Christmas Dinner, and welcoming lots of new friends                
into our Preschool! From all of us in Preschool we would like to wish you all a very merry festive period! 

 



 
 
In Reception, we have had a wonderful week celebrating Christmas. The children have made beautiful               
cards, calendars and decorations to take home. They all loved dressing up in ‘sparkly’ clothes and danced                 
their socks off at the school disco!! The visit from ‘The Grinch’ inspired the children to write letters asking                   
‘The Grinch’ to be their friend. ‘National Elf Service Day’ video surprised all the children when they heard                  
the Elf had visited Manor Way and knew lots about Miss Buffery!!! The awe and wonder on the children’s                   
faces was priceless. Well done to all the children who have completed their first term at Manor Way. Have                   
a wonderful break, enjoy opening your presents and from Mrs Whitmore and Mrs France we hope you all                  
have a very merry Christmas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Year 1, we have been busy exploring centrepieces as part of our DT unit and have been looking at and                     
making different shaped stars. We have finished reading our text, ‘Why the Reindeer Were Chosen’ and                
have been retelling the story in our own words. We’re working really hard on our punctuation and our use                   
of phonics in our spelling with some great results! We have been learning about fact families in Maths and                   
exploring the relationship between addition and subtraction. We continued our fantastic learning during             
Operation Christmas where we found out how to adapt to new experiences, how to work together and how                  
to rise to challenges. We even found out about how the Grinch’s heart grew 3 sizes in one day! Wishing                    
Class One and all their families a wonderful Christmas. 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



In Year 2, we have had the most incredible week! This week,            
we have designed, sewed and decorated our own Christmas         
stockings! We have also enjoyed making Christmas cards and         
calendars. We had a brilliant time at the Christmas disco and           
dressing up in our pyjamas, Christmas jumpers and as elves!          
We also had the most wonderful time meeting Santa in his           
Grotto! As well as this, we completed our unit on addition and            
subtraction and wrote effective sentences for the story, ‘Little         
Red Reading Hood’. We would like to wish you all a Merry            
Christmas and a Happy New Year.  
 
In Year 3, we have LOVED ‘Operation Christmas’! We         
have written letters to Santa, created some beautiful        
Christmas cards and designed our very own twig        
reindeers. On Monday we had a brilliant time at the disco           
and Miss Wall was amazed by some of our dance moves.           
On Tuesday, we took a trip on the Polar Express and           
completed challenges to earn our golden ticket. On        
Wednesday, we enjoyed our tasty Christmas dinner and on         
Thursday we took a magical trip up to the Christmas grotto.           
I hope you all have a fantastic Christmas and a Happy New            
year. I look forward to hearing all about it in January. 
 
In Year 4, it has been a busy and exciting end to the term. We have worked hard to complete our Stone                      
Age Boy stories and have really enjoyed using our topic knowledge when bringing these to life. We have                  
been learning how to use our iPads and have enjoyed using these in class. We have practised our                  
sewing skills, creating beautiful Christmas stocking decorations to take home. We have also enjoyed all of                
the fun Christmas activities during the last week. I hope you have a fabulous Christmas holiday Class 4! 
 
In Year 5, we have had a magical end to what has been a very different                
term in school. The children have written fantastic letters to Father           
Christmas applying for a vacancy on his team of elves. In design and             
technology, the children have designed wreaths and in maths, they have           
picked up long multiplication very quickly! Our favourite day by far has been             
the Polar Express Day. I wonder if we can convince Miss Buffery that             
pyjamas should be a permanent fixture on the uniform policy….  
 
In Year 6, we have thoroughly enjoyed a fantastic end to what has been a jam-packed, brilliant term. The                   
progress children have made across the curriculum has been quite remarkable and I am incredibly proud                
of the standards we are now setting. This week, children have designed and created their very own                 
magical snow globe using modelling clay. As well as this, we have enjoyed dressing up all week including                  
wearing our disco clothes, pyjamas, Christmas jumpers and elves.. It has also been lovely to visit Santa's                 

grotto and spread some Christmas spirit.      
Well done Year 6 and enjoy the rest of the          
festive season with your families. 
In addition to all the above each class has         
taken part in our ‘National Elf Service Day.’        
This entails making wreaths with Mrs      
Cleaver to donate to our local care homes to         
spread the love and warmth in our       
community.  

 



Home Learning - ‘Christmas 50’  
 
For their home learning over the Christmas holidays,        
the children have been set the challenge of completing         
as many activities from the ‘Christmas 50’ as they can.          
This is a set of 50 Christmas and Winter themes          
activities grouped into the areas of ‘Giving’, ‘Learning’,        
‘Creating’, ‘Feeling’, ‘Exploring’ and ‘Having Fun’. The       
children will have until the end of January to complete          
as many of these activities as they can after which          
certificates will be awarded for completing 20 (Bronze),        
30 (Silver), 40 (Gold) or all 50 activities (Platinum).  
 
 

The children will find that they have already completed some of these activities so ask them to have a look                    
through with you and mark off what they have already done. Have lots of fun and don’t forget to share                    
photos of the activities you have done with class teachers on Class Dojo.   Please click on the link. 
 
ASPIRE  
Our ASPIRE values have been reviewed and we will be sharing the changes with the children in the New                   
Year. The revised values have been divided into ‘Character Virtues’ and ‘Learner Skills’. As always, our                
ASPIRE values will be woven into our curriculum to support the development of these skills and                
virtues.More about this in January. It’s going to be exciting... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aspirations Video 
We have already contacted some inspirational parents asking for them to create a video for the children, if                  
we could have this sent into school for the first day back we would be most grateful. If you would like to                      
contribute please click on the link. 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.manor.windsoracademytrust.org.uk/pupils/operation-christmas/
http://www.manor.windsoracademytrust.org.uk/useful-information/aspirations-video/


School Lunch 
For the week commencing   4th January the lunch menu is Week 1 
For the week commencing 11th January the lunch menu is Week 2 
 
Children having school lunch will order their main meals and choice of dessert with their class teacher                 
each morning. For children in Key Stage 2, meals cost £2.40 and payment (by cash or cheque to ‘Dudley                   
MBC’) should be made in advance of the meal being eaten. For children in Key Stage 1, as well as those                     
entitled to Free School Meals, no payment is required. If your child brings a packed lunch on any day, can                    
you please ensure that it is clearly named. 
 
PE Days 
On days where children have PE, they can come to school in their PE kit with their Manor Way hoody and                     
navy tracksuit trousers (no logos please) over the top. From January, PE days are as follows: 

Preschool Tuesday 
Reception Monday and Friday 
Class 1 Thursday and Friday 
Class 2 Wednesday and Thursday 
Class 3 Thursday and Friday 
Class 4 Thursday and Friday 
Class 5 Thursday and Friday 
Class 6 Monday and Wednesday 

 
Attendance 
Now that we are back in school and running as normal, after half term we will be monitoring attendance as                    
we have always done. As you are aware Dudley Schools’ policy does not allow holiday during term time                  
except in exceptional circumstances, and that if an absence is not authorised and your child is still taken                  
out of school you may be the subject of a fixed penalty fine per parent per child. This is still the case for                       
separated parents who both have parental responsibility. 

  
School Admissions 
Primary applications for those children starting Reception class in September 2021 must be applied              
for before the closing date of 15th January 2021. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Whole School Attendance from 7th December- 18th December :98.67% 

Reception 98.%  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Well done and congratulations to  
Year 2 

 for receiving the 
 ‘Attendance Trophy’ again this week! 

Year 1 96% 

Year 2 100% 

Year 3 99% 

Year 4 99% 

Year 5 99% 

Year 6 99% 



Supporting Families 
If you or someone you know are going through a crisis and need an emergency food parcel then please                   
see the ‘How to get help’ page. This will tell you that you will need to get in touch with an agency near                       
you that hold our Foodbank Vouchers. The link is below. 
 

 https://www.blackcountryfoodbank.org.uk/need-help/ 
 
Any families who need additional support with food, energy and water bills or other essentials can also call                  
the Covid Helpline number on 03003302152 
 
 
Below is a list of services that may be someone’s lifeline this Christmas… 
 

 

 

https://www.blackcountryfoodbank.org.uk/need-help/


 
 
Spring Term Diary Dates 
 

 
TERM DATES 2020-2021 
 
Autumn Term Dates (2020) 
Term Starts: Tuesday 1st September  
Half Term: Monday 26th- Friday 30th October 
Term Ends: Friday 18th December 
 
Spring Term Dates (2021) 
Term Starts: Monday 4th January* (INSET Day) 
Half Term: Monday 15th- Friday 19th February 
Term Ends: Thursday 1st April 
 
Summer Term Dates (2021) 
Term Starts: Monday 19th April 
Half Term: Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June 
Term Ends: Wednesday 21st July 
 
 

 

Date (2021) Event 
4th Jan  INSET DAY 

5th Jan  BACK TO SCHOOL 

21st Jan Special Lunch Menu  



Inset Days 2020- 2021 
Friday 4th December 2020 
Monday 7th December 2020 
 
Monday 4th January 2021 
Monday 19th April 2021 
Monday 28th June 2021 

 

 


