
Manor Way Primary Academy
Happy and Successful Learners

School News 21st July 2021
Dear Parents and Carers

Well what an incredibly unusual year ended with an incredibly unusual finish! We are very disappointed,
as are the children, that we could not come together for the last few days of school but we know that
keeping our children, families and staff safe is more important. We hope that our families, children and
staff that are affected by Covid have mild symptoms and recover very quickly. We are thinking about you
and wishing you well.

We know that many lives have been deeply affected by Covid this year and it is with deep sadness that I
share the news that one of our parents has sadly lost their long and brave battle against Covid-19.
Mr Khan, father of Zayan in Reception, passed away on Sunday 11th July. Our heartfelt condolences go to
his whole family. I know that our Manor Way community will wrap their arms around Zayan and his mother
and two brothers to support them at this very difficult time. We would like to give Zayan a memory box and
support the family to plant a tree in Mr Khan’s memory. If you would like to contribute, please send your
donation in an envelope to the school office in September.

After the challenges of this year I would like to say a huge thank you to all of you for supporting school
with everything that we have asked you to do! You have risen to remote learning, changes to the start and
end of the day and bubbles bursting! You have remained positive and worked with us to face these
challenges. I couldn’t be prouder of the children and families at Manor Way and what we have achieved
together working in partnership.Thank you!

Despite social distancing and being in bubbles we have tried our very best to make school safe, happy
and fun. Stand out moments for me are Father Christmas in our handbuilt grotto and National Elf Service
Day and more recently the Euros and Superhero Day. I take my hat off to all of our staff who have worked
tirelessly, above and beyond, to provide the very best education that they can whether that be remotely or
in the classroom. The children’s outcomes at the end of the year have amazed us all so we can
congratulate ourselves on the teaching both at home and at school, well done everyone!

Please stay safe, have a wonderful summer and we look forward to seeing you in September.

Superhero Day
What a brilliant day we had last Friday celebrating the fact that our school community have all been
superheroes this year! Here are some of the photos...





Our Learning this week
In Preschool, we have had yet another fantastic week of fun and learning! In maths we have been
counting and sorting animals into groups for ‘Farmer Phil’. We have had lots of fun doing opposite actions
to songs, it's been more challenging than we thought it would be! In circle time we have been sharing all
the exciting things we will be getting up to. I’m delighted to hear that some of you will be seeing each other
during the holidays! I would like to let you all know that it has been an absolute joy to teach you all this
year, good luck in your next steps, enjoy your summer Preschool! Make sure you are ready to rock school
in September!

In Reception, we have had a wonderful week filming our Graduation Video, visiting the new ‘MUGA’ site
and meeting Dave who drives the digger. For writing we have been reflecting on our wonderful year of
learning and what we have enjoyed the most. In maths we have been making 2D shapes using
matchsticks. It has been such a pleasure to teach the wonderful children in Class R this year. Mrs
Whitmore is going to miss you all but I know you are ready and capable for the transition into Class 1. We
will also be saying goodbye to Miss Bakaili as she will begin her PGCE course in September. Have a
fantastic break over the holidays and see you all in September.

.Reception Graduation Video 2021

In Year 1, we have had a great week finishing off our learning about ‘Grandad’s Island’ and have enjoyed
making up our own adventures for Syd and Grandad too. We completed our 100 hops to help Black
Country Foodbank and raised an impressive £41 for this worthy cause. We completed our curriculum work
about whether we can feed the world and have demonstrated a much better understanding of what
poverty is and how we can make a difference by not wasting food. We also completed some phonics
challenges and each of us did ourselves proud with progress and effort in these challenges. What a
wonderful year it has been for my Wonderful Ones! Have a wonderful holiday and don’t forget to wave to
us in September!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z7SbHuoug84LDiY_p4w9fonfDrhOKg6N/view?usp=drive_web&authuser=0


In Year 2, in maths we have been learning about temperature and capacity. In English, we have been
writing effective sentences for the story, ‘The Crow’s Tale’. In phonics, we have been learning about the -ly
suffix and in reading, we have finished the story, ‘The Legend of Kevin’. On Friday, we had a fabulous day
and enjoyed dressing up as superheroes! I would like to take this opportunity to wish Year 2 all the best of
luck for Year 3. It has been so wonderful to be your teacher for two years and I will miss you all very much!

In Year 3, we had finished off our wonderful year in true Class 3 style. In maths, we have worked hard
continuing to explore mass and different measurements. In writing, we have written fantastic letters to
Class 2 to inform them about all of the exciting things you get up to when you are in Class 3. In curriculum,
we answered our big question of ‘Does everybody have the same rights?’ and everyone has been blown
away by our amazing responses. It has been such a pleasure to have each and every one of you in my
very first class. Thank you for beginning each day with a smile, always aiming to be the best that you can
be and embracing every single challenge that you have faced. I will miss you all so much but I cannot wait
to hear about all of your successes as you continue your journey through Manor Way. Have a fabulous
summer and I will see you all in September, all ready for Class 4!

In Year 4, we have had a busy couple of weeks. We have been trialling a new approach in maths, and
have really enjoyed learning about 2d shapes and symmetry. Being able to use the geoboard on our iPads
has really helped us with this. We have been completing our Global Affairs theme and have made posters
highlighting the issues of plastic pollution and also found out about how the government has legislated to
help improve the problem. In English, we have been writing letters to class 3 all about our time in class 4.
Class 4, you have been a wonderful bunch to work with over the past two years and I can’t believe how
quickly the time has gone by. We have been through so much together, and you will always hold a special
place in my heart. I am so, so proud of each and every one of you and I know that you will totally smash
class 5. Be brilliant, be amazing, be everything I know you can be. Plus a little bit more. Good luck!

In Year 5, the children have worked incredibly hard on their end of year assessments and have all scored
very well indeed. I am incredibly proud of the progress that they have made. In English, we have written
some very impactful speeches about helping those who have found themselves homeless. In reading, we
have finished The Fastest Boy in The World; we thoroughly enjoyed our trip through the pages to Ethiopia.
In science, we have investigated the best insulator for a new lunch box design. The rest of our time has



been spent dancing away to We’re All in This Together from High School Musical. On a final note, Class 5,
it has been nothing short of a delight to have been your teacher this year. You are an incredibly bright,
enthusiastic and hardworking bunch of learners who have the potential to do amazing things. I cannot wait
to hear about all that you achieve in Year 6 next year. Good luck - keep flying and remember, We're All in
This Together!

Goodbye to Year 6

Year 6, had an amazing last Friday night at their Leavers’ celebration. The night was full of fun filled
activities including songs around the campfire, hide and seek in the forest school, a fish and chip supper
and a marvellous silent disco - it was fabulous to see everyone having a great time and to see you all
depart in your spectacular 2020-2021 Leavers’ hoodies. Following this, Class 6 have adapted seamlessly
to working remotely online and we have been incredibly impressed with some of their cooking, computing
and artistic skills. In the midst of the week, we enjoyed our wonderful Virtual Awards Ceremony where it
was amazing to see families come together virtually to celebrate the successes of our pupils. Well done
Class 6 on a fabulous final year at Manor Way - you will be dearly missed!

Goodbye Mr Davies
We will miss Mr ‘Spiderman’ Davies so much, especially his antics on dressing up days! He has raised
awareness and the standard of PE and sport across school and everybody loves him!

Thank you everyone for a fantastic 2 years being your PE Teacher at Manor Way.
It has been a pleasure to teach all the children from Preschool to Year 6 and see
every child improve and start their journey in sport and PE, which I hope you all
continue to enjoy.

I am moving to a school in Sutton Coldfield as a KS2 Class Teacher, I hope their
children are as fantastic as the children at Manor Way.
I will miss you all and especially a good fancy dress day!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rVrW3e1FqKI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rVrW3e1FqKI


Goodbye Miss Bakalli

Miss Bakali will be leaving Class R at the end of the Summer term. She has been a valued member of the
team for the last two years in Reception, firstly as an Early Years degree student and then as the reception
teaching assistant. Miss Bakaili will be training to be a qualified teacher from September, studying for her
PGCE. She will be back in the near future in Autumn term on her first teaching placement at Manor Way!

Miss Bakali has written, To all in Class R, it’s been an absolute delight to know you. We’ve had lots of fun,
laughs and smiles, and I have enjoyed every single moment! Remember to dream big and may all your
dreams and wishes come true. Thank you for making my placement and TA role incredible, and the
best-learning experience it could be, it’s been an amazing adventure!! Finally, I would like to also thank
Mrs Whitmore for being a wonderful teacher to me; I’ve learned so much!

I cannot wait to see you all next term. To all staff, children and parents have a great summer!

Goodbye Eve Thrupp - Our School Nurse
Eve is leaving us to take up an exciting new post and has asked that any parents who need school nurse
support to contact the main School Nurse office on 0121 423 3938. We wish her all the very best and
thank her for her wonderful support to the children and families at Manor Way.

Welcome Mrs Hadley
Hello to Mrs Hadley who will be working alongside Miss Hurst in Preschool, we are very excited to have
her join the Manor Way family.

After leaving an 8-year career as a secondary school Art teacher, I have made the
decision to move to primary education and am looking forward to joining Manor Way
Preschool. I enjoy spending time with my 3 children and husband. I have a daughter
aged 12 and two boys, aged 11 and 8. We enjoy doing activities together such as
cycling, walking and rugby.
Also, I have a cat called Jeffery and a guinea pig called Pip.

Welcome Mrs Tidman-Poole
Hello to Mrs Tidman-Poole who is our new PE teacher. We cannot wait for you to
start at Manor Way.

Hello everyone! I am very excited to get started as your new PE teacher! I love
playing sports, watching sports, teaching and coaching sports. You can usually find
me in a sports kit near a pitch somewhere in my spare time. I am a huge football fan,
captaining England when I was younger. I now coach and tutor in the game when I
am not at school. I have a young son, who is the light of my life, and I am really
enjoying the adventure of being a new mum.

My favourite food is anything with pasta and I have quite a sweet tooth, so I enjoy the odd treat also.

I hope you all have a wonderful summer (enjoy the Tokyo Olympic Games) and I will see you all in
September.

Return to School in September



In September we will be continuing with the one way system we have in place at the moment and asking
parents to continue to enter school through the school gates and leave through the playground gate that
leads into the alley. Parents who have children in Preschool and Nursery can walk the children round to
the classrooms and leave through the car park gate. We will have senior leaders and Mr Flett on the gate
to direct you.

Morning arrangements
Class Time Where

R 8.45 - 8.55 Walk around to the Reception classroom

1 Walk around to the Year 1 classroom

2 Walk around to the Year 2 classroom

3 Enter up the steps into the school building on the left

4 Enter up the fire escape steps at the front of school

5 Enter up the class fire escape

6 Walk around to the classroom

End of Day arrangements
Please arrive at the time of your oldest child and pick all the children up at the same time.

Class Time Where
P 3.20pm

This is the same arrangement we have had in place for the summer
term. Please enter the main playground. Your child will be released
to you by the teachers.

R

1

2 3.25pm

3

4

5 3.30pm

6

Awards

Praise Certificates
Praise certificates last week were awarded to the following children.

A huge well done to them all for working hard on their ASPIRE Character Virtues!
Reception Zayan

Year 1 Jessica, Matthew, Zachary, Jack
Year 2 Lily-Rose, William, Amelia, Dexter
Year 3 Scarlett, Esther
Year 4 Max, Lottie
Year 5 Jessica B, Isabelle S, James P, Jack C



Uniform
We believe that if children look smart, they think smart. Every child at Manor Way is expected to wear a
school uniform and take pride in their appearance. Please remind yourself of our school uniform
guidance.

Autumn, Winter and Spring Uniform
Reception to Year 6

● Grey trousers (long or short), grey skirt/trousers/culottes/pinafore
● White shirt
● Clip on school tie or elasticated, bright blue double striped. (Reception children manage better

with elasticated ties as they don’t get lost!)
● Manor Way sweatshirt/sweat cardigan with embroidered logo
● Brown or black shoes (low heeled/not trainers) suitable for school
● White or grey socks or plain grey tights

Preschool Uniform
● Grey trousers (long or short), grey skirt/trousers/culottes/pinafore
● Manor Way blue polo shirt
● Manor Way sweatshirt/sweat cardigan with embroidered logo
● Brown or black shoes (low heeled/not trainers) suitable for school
● White or grey socks or plain grey tights

Physical Education
We are continuing to ask children to wear their full PE uniform on PE days to allow more teaching
time.When children do PE they wear shorts and t-shirts. At all other times children should be in their
PE uniform which consists of the Manor Way hoodie and navy joggers. We still want all children to be
smart when  they are in lessons and warm. We ask that everyone wears the correct kit as this is
important when children represent Manor Way in sporting events.

● Manor Way T-shirt with squad number (this will be allocated to each child)
● Navy skirt or shorts from Maple
● Please come to school in trainers, preferably plain, dark colours
● Pupils must have a pair of plain black pumps in their pump bag
● Manor Way hoodie with squad number and plain navy joggers, not tracksuit trousers, leggings

or logos.

Wellingtons
Children in Preschool and Reception classes are asked to keep a pair of named wellingtons in school
for outdoor activities.

Please remember…
● Pump bag with pumps in and squad number and name (this is free of charge at Maple)
● All kit, including swimming kit, should be clearly marked with the child’s name.
● Should any item become mislaid, please inform school immediately.
● Nail varnish is not part of the school uniform.
● Jewellery should not be worn except for stud earrings or a watch. These must be removed for

PE. If you are thinking about getting your child’s ears pierced – please do so at the start of the
school holidays.

● Hair longer than shoulder length should be tied back.
● Hair clips and bows should be small and in school uniform colours.



We are aware that some of the book bags don’t stay closed with the velcro
fastening when books are in the bag! Maple has another style of bag that is not
fastened by velcro. These are available to order from Maple at a cost of £9.50
this bag will be on their order site. Names can be added free of charge.

Our school uniform supplier is:
MAPLE Tool Hire
Units 2 and 3 Chapel Street Netherton, Dudley. DY2 9PN 01384 212 151
www.mapleworkwear.co.uk - click on schoolwear - click on Manor Way Primary

Proposed Clubs for September

Clubs will start the second week of term and sign-up sheets will be sent out when we return in September.
Numbers will be limited for some clubs.

Before School
8.15-8.45am

Lunchtime After School 3.30-4.30pm

Monday TTRS Year 4
Get Moving
Time: 8:30-8:45
Location: Hall
Staff: HM/AF

Reading Buddies Mrs
Bayley

Art Club Yr 1-2
Dodgeball Yr 3-4 (YourSport)

Tuesday Get Moving
Time: 8:30-8:45
Location: Hall
Staff: HM/AF

Dance Club Yr 3-4 Musical Theatre Yr 2-6 (Kirstie)
Dodgeball Yr 1-2 (YourSport)
Relax Kids All Years (Gen)

Wednesday Get Moving
Time: 8:30-8:45
Location: Hall
Staff: HM/AF

Reading Buddies Running Club Yr3-6 (Miss Rowe)
School Fixtures (PE Teacher)
Football Club Yr 5-6 (YourSport)
Hagley Golf Club Yr 5-6 (James
from Hagley)

Thursday Get Moving
Time: 8:30-8:45
Location: Hall
Staff: HM/AF

Gymnastics Yr 1-2
Reading Buddies

Sports Club Yr R-2 (YourSport)
Football Club Yr 3-4 (YourSport)
Netball Yr 4-6 (PE Teacher)

Friday Dance Club Yr 5-6 Gymnastics Yr 3-6 (Lisa Higgins)
Football Yr 1-2 (AVFC)
Dodgeball Yr 5-6 (PE Teacher)

Thank you
We would also like to say ‘Thank you’ to Mrs Warner who leaves us this year
after 7 years working hard on the committee of Friends of Manor Way. She held
the purse strings beautifully and threw herself into everything. We will miss her
commitment and hard work, thank you so much Pip.

MUGA (Multi Use Games Area)
We are very excited to announce that work on our MUGA has begun and
hopefully when we return in the Autumn term it will all be completed.

http://www.mapleworkwear.co.uk


Pippa - 100 squats a Day!
Pippa has now finished her fundraising challenge and would like to thank everyone who sponsored her.
She is so grateful and proud of her achievement. She raised £235 for the Captain Tom Foundation! Well
done Pippa!

Mary Stevens Hospice
On Friday 9th July Mary Stevens Hospice ice cream bike came to Manor Way. The children all had the
opportunity to purchase an ice cream with all funds going to Mary Stevens Hospice. Thank you to Mrs
Grossett from Friends of Manor Way for coming into school to help it run smoothly. If any parents would
like to join the Friends of Manor Way, please contact the front office. We raised a superb £223.40!

Somel Family Fundraiser
A huge thank you to Mrs and Mrs Somel for their idea to help us raise funds for the rejuvenation of the
EYFS garden! I’m sure those who purchased a box of brownies will agree that this was a delicious way to
raise money, and we’re pleased to say that we now have almost £50 in the pot! Wow!

Excellence in the Arts Virtual Showcase 2021
We are very excited to share with you our Virtual Excellence in the Arts Showcase 2021 which celebrates
the school winners in Art, Dance, Drama and Music as selected by the schools. Students have been
selected based on their commitment and dedication to their art form and normally this time of year we
come together across the trust to celebrate these young people. Due to restrictions this year we
celebrated virtually.

Please follow the link below to watch the Excellence in the Arts Showcase 2021 and then the second link
to the Art Exhibition. Once you are in the Art Exhibition please click on the pictures to find out why they
have been nominated.

Primary Excellence in the Arts Art Exhibition

Manor Way Activity Club
The summer holiday club is running as usual for four weeks, with the itinerary being finalised closer to the
dates due to the changing COVID restrictions. The club will run on weekdays only, beginning on Thursday
23rd July and ending on Wednesday 18th August, 8am-5:30pm. Places are limited and cost £21 per day,
with siblings at £17. To learn more about the club and to book places, please contact Trudy Fowkes
(manager) by emailing afterschool@manor.windsoracademytrust.org.uk.

Children cannot attend Activity Club until their self isolation period has finished

Health & Safety
We have been made aware of an incident involving motorbikes using the Cloister Drive park footpath and
the gulley as a cut through. Please be aware and if you see anything please report it to the police.
Halesowen community support officers will be monitoring this.

Parent and Carer Kooth Session
Kooth https://www.kooth.com/ is a free, safe and anonymous place for young people to find online support
and counselling. There are lots of features and tools to support young people who are looking for advice
or simply aren’t feeling your best.

There will be an information session for parents and carers introducing Kooth, the support offered and
how parents and carers can support their children to access the service. This session will be running on
two dates, Thursday 5th August and Tuesday 31st August and will be delivered by Donna Woodward -
West Midlands Engagement Team.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yTGSG8fx14w
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vRS9SFywWRZChn6PyKlX1HGbax-ysgwfmeUcP_Ud5qoJA_c9uEQkwC_vpP-7VkoC-8a44J3K0kBkLaN/pub?start=true&loop=true&delayms=60000&slide=id.ge5c5fd87d_0_43
mailto:afterschool@manor.windsoracademytrust.org.uk
https://www.kooth.com/


Booking Link: Parents & Carers Introduction to Kooth (West Midlands)

The session is an excellent opportunity for parents and carers to learn more about the Kooth service, and
how their children can access support over the summer around primary to secondary transition and many
other topics.

DIARY DATES

Monday 6th September BACK TO SCHOOL 8.45am

TERM DATES

2020-2021 Summer Term Dates
Term Starts: Monday 19th April 2021
Half Term:    Monday 31st May- Friday 4th June
Term Ends:  Wednesday 21st July 2021  (1-1:15pm)

2021- 2022 Autumn Term Dates
Term Starts: Thursday 2nd September 2021
Half Term: Monday 25th October- Friday 29th October 2021
Term Ends: Friday 17th December 2021

Inset Days 2021- 2022
Thursday 2nd September 2021
Friday 3rd September 2021
Friday 26th November 2021
Friday 10th December 2021
Tuesday 4th January 2022
Monday 27th June 2022 TBC
Friday 22nd July 2022 Extra bank Holiday

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/parents-carers-introduction-to-kooth-west-midlands-tickets-163013679303

