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Dear Parents and Carers 
What a wonderful half term we have had at Manor Way with new children joining the Manor Way Family                   
and settling in brilliantly. Well done to all our children, staff and families in making an unusual start to the                    
year go so well.  
 
The guidance for schools in relation to Covid 19 has been updated and here is a link Guidance for full                    
opening: schools - GOV.UK Please also see the information below regarding contacting us if a pupil is                 
diagnosed with Covid during the holidays and also about ventilation and extra clothing. 
 
We wish you a safe and restful half term and look forward to seeing you back on Monday 2nd November. 
Miss Lisa Buffery 
Headteacher 
 
Positive Covid Cases 
To ensure we are fully compliant with track and trace, it is important that Manor Way Primary Academy is                   
informed if a pupil is diagnosed with Covid during half term. This will enable us to contact parents of                   
children in the relevant bubble to ensure they self isolate. Please note we only need to be informed if a                    
pupil has tested positive, not if they are self isolating because they have come into contact with someone                  
else who has tested positive. To inform the school please contact Miss Buffery, as soon as possible, on                  
Class Dojo.  
 
Ventilation information 
Good ventilation can help reduce the risk of spreading coronavirus, therefore to ensure adequate              
ventilation and air flow throughout the building, classroom windows are open at all times and classroom                
doors are also open. Please bear in mind that as the windows are open to ensure good air flow the                    
classrooms are much cooler than usual, please ensure that your child brings their jumpers into school                
each day and wears their full outdoor PE kit of joggers and hoodie on PE days. As the weather becomes                    
colder, you may want your children to wear vests or a plain, pale coloured t-shirt under their school shirt. 
 
Our learning this week… 

In Preschool, we have been focussing on our        
whole class reading book, Owl Babies, by Martin        
Waddell. Before we read our story we had a chance          
to explore the outdoor forest area, we even came         
across a nest in the trees too. The children have          
been joining in with the story and learning some new          
words such as feather and nocturnal. Preschool has        
been busy working hard to identify shapes, make        
their very own owls and even worked together as a          
team taking turns to build their own nest for the Owl           
Babies too. In maths we have been working towards         
ordering broomsticks into different size categories.      

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools


Preschool has learnt new vocabulary this week: biggest and smallest. We have also been getting our                
hands busy and building muscles whilst hammering golf tees into pumpkins. Super work Preschool! It has                
been a wonderful first term, please ensure you have a well deserved rest- but don’t forget to send in                   
photos of what you get up to in half term, through Class Dojo. 

 
In Reception, we have been     
enjoying ‘Wizardry Week’. The children     
have been making potions in the ‘Potion       
Lab’, stirring ‘Silly Soup’ in phonics to       
make up new words and in maths we        
have been learning about number 7. The       
children have also enjoyed reading the      
traditional story of ‘The Little Red Hen’.       
Learning all about how bread is made       
and tasting some crusty bread! For      
phonics we have learnt the letter sounds       
k, ck, e, u, r, h, b and f this week. The children are learning how to segment and blend brilliantly and this is                        
really helping with their ‘Book Chat’ group reading sessions. What a fantastic first half term we have in                  
Reception Class, the children and adults deserve a well earned rest over the half term holiday.  

 

In Year 1, we have been enjoying the story ‘The Sea Saw’ and have been practising using adjectives to                   
describe our favourite toys and to make a ‘Lost’ poster. In science we have been exploring changes that                  
occur during the season of Autumn. Ask us if we can use adjectives to describe some Autumn leaves. In                   
our maths we have practised partitioning numbers to 10 into parts and combining parts to make a whole.                  
We have also been learning strategies to use when we are doing subtraction such as counting back on a                   
numberline. For Black History Month, we found out about Mary          
Seacole who was a nurse from Jamaica who went to help the            
soldiers in the Crimean War. We thought she was very kind           
and very brave! 

 

 



In Year 2, in English, we have been focusing on the story, ‘Stardust’ and as part of our lessons we have                     
been learning how to use suffixes such as -er and -est, adverbs, conjunctions and rhyme. In maths, we                  
started our unit on addition and subtraction last week and so far we have learnt how to create fact families,                    
check our calculations using inverse operations, compare number sentences using <, > and = and find                
related facts. In curriculum, we have been learning about Tim Peake and have written our own questions                 
for him. In science, we have been learning about materials and their properties. In art, we have started to                   
create our own artwork in the style of the artist, Peter Thorpe.  

In Year 3, we have been busy writing imaginative stories based           
around different mystical images! We are focusing on building our          
stamina so that we can write a brilliant story in a short amount of time.               
In Maths, we have been looking at methods that we can use to add              
three digit numbers. We are also continuing to practise our three and            

four times tables so that we become       
experts by Christmas. In Science, we      
have been investigating soil and     
thinking about how it is formed. For       
our Curriculum lessons, we have     
been learning about the Victorians     
and looking at what the school rules would have been if we lived in the               
past! As part of Black History Month, we enjoyed looking at famous            
people and we particularly liked learning some African dance. A big well            
done to all of Class 3 for working SO hard and I hope that you all enjoy                 
your week off.  It has been a fantastic first term, Class 3!  

In Year 4, we have been revising our column methods of addition and how to use these with 4 digit                    
numbers. We have started learning about poetry in our English lessons and have read poems inspired by                 
insects. We have continued the mini-beast theme in science by using classification keys to identify               
invertebrates. In our curriculum lessons, we have been finding out about the houses at Skara Brae and                 
what life might have been like living in one. Have a great half term year 4! 

In Year 5, we have been eagerly writing our myths to enter into the Explore Learning writing                 
competition. Cross all your fingers and toes that we get a winner! In maths, we have been adding and                   
subtracting five and six digit numbers. The children have transferred their adding skills with four digit                
numbers with ease and I have been very impressed with their work. We have been comparing maps of                  
modern Greece to Ancient Greece and marvelling at the size of the Ancient Greek Empire in history. We                  
have enjoyed learning some African dance moves as part of Black History Month. We have been entirely                 
engrossed in our science learning about the Solar System and have written some fantastic tours for aliens                 
to show them around. Class 5 have settled in so quickly and their last week has been their best so far.                     
Well done, folks; I have thoroughly enjoyed our first half term together!  

In Year 6, we have been writing our persuasive letters about whether Ancient Egyptian artefacts should                
be sent back to Egypt. We have had some fantastic discussions and I have been really impressed with                  
some of the persuasive techniques children have been trying to use. As well as this, in History we have                   
learnt about Ancient Egyptian life and why they built pyramids. The children have demonstrated in our                
quizzes that they can remember many interesting facts. For Maths we have been working on our written                 
methods for the four operations and our arithmetic strategies for solving problems with fractions are               
continuing to improve. As well as this, we have spent some time learning about Black History Month                 
including work on famous black people from the past and present day as well as learning African dance                  
moves - well done Year 6! 

 



 
Roald Dahl Day  
Collectively you have raised £851.00 by taking part in the Sponsored readathon!! Wow! This money will be                 
put towards new books which Miss Rowe is ordering. We cannot wait for them to arrive in school and get                    
reading. We are hugely grateful for your massive efforts in raising this money and a big well done to our                    
children for reading in silence for an hour. 
 
Remembrance Day and The Poppy Appeal 
This year fewer poppies will be sold due to the Coronavirus, so instead, we would like to encourage                  
poppies to be displayed in other ways- in particular in your windows as we did with the lockdown                  
rainbows. Accompanying this Newsletter you will find a colouring sheet which can be printed out. After half                 
term we will be selling some of The Poppy Appeal items, including wristbands and zip pulls. We will let                   
you know how you can make your donations for these and collect them safely when we return.  
In addition, we have also been made aware of this opportunity to share other pictures drawn or painted by                   
the children with our MP James Morris. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Battery collection 
 

After such a long lockdown and summer I’m hoping         
your homes are cluttered with lots of used batteries in          
need of recycling... Let Manor Way’s Eco Councillors        
help you and take them off your hands…. its collection          
time again! 

We are awaiting the arrival of the new collection boxes          
but in the meantime if you could put all your used           
batteries into a bag they will be gratefully received. 

The last day for bringing recycled batteries into school will be Wednesday 18th November so that our Eco                  
council can begin counting ready for the collection.  

 



Pen Licences 
Several children have received their Pen Licences this week, a huge well done to all of them.  
Here are some of them: 

 
 
 
Bags in school 
Thank you for your help in minimising the number of items children are bringing in and out of school each                    
day. To enable us to lower the risks of items passing between school and home, and to help us with                    
storage during the day, please do continue to only send your child in with the               
following items each: 

- Blue Manor Way book bag* 
- Reading book & reading diary in clear plastic bookbag (inside blue           

bookbag) 
- Lunch box if required (including healthy morning snack & drinks bottle) 

 
In a change to information we have previously given out, we would like the              
children to leave their PE pumps in their drawers at school during the term,              
please.  
*Manor Way bookbags can be ordered via our uniform suppliers, Maple, for £7.50.             
Maple will add your child's squad number/ name and squad number at no additional              
cost. 
 
Attendance 
Now that we are back in school and running as normal, after half term we will be monitoring attendance as                    
we have always done. As you are aware Dudley schools policy does not allow holiday during term time                  
except in exceptional circumstances, and that if an absence is not authorised and your child is still taken                  
out of school you may be the subject of a fixed penalty fine per parent per child. This is still the case for                       
separated parents who both have parental responsibility. 

 

Whole School Attendance from 12th - 23rd October:  95.20% 
Reception 92.99  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Well done and congratulations to  
Year 6 

 for receiving the 
 ‘Attendance Trophy’ this week! 

Year 1 93.86 

Year 2 97.53 

Year 3 94.82 

Year 4 93.86 

Year 5 95.09 

Year 6 98.06 

 

http://mapleworkwear.co.uk/uniforms-workwear/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=1_329&products_id=1922


 
School Admissions 
Secondary applications for current Year 6 can be made from 1st September 2020 the closing date for                 
applications is 31st October 2020. 
 
Primary applications for those children starting Reception class in September 2021 can be made from               
1st October, closing date for applications is 15th January 2021. 

 

 
 
 
Light up Dudley 
 
A free firework extravaganza will light up the sky on Bonfire Night across the borough as a thank you to                    
the heroes of the coronavirus pandemic. To find out more please have a look here. 
 
 

 

https://www.dudley.gov.uk/news/watch-fireworks-safely-on-your-doorstep-this-bonfire-night/


Autumn Term Diary Dates 
 

Date Event 
2nd Nov Return to School 
4th Nov Year 3 & 4 Clubs 

5th Nov Year 2 & 6 Clubs 

6th Nov Year 1 & 5 Clubs 

11th Nov Year 3 & 4 Clubs 

12th Nov Year 2 & 6 Clubs 

13th Nov Children in Need Day; Year 1 & 5 Clubs 

18th Nov Year 3 & 4 Clubs 

19th Nov Year 2 & 6 Clubs 

20th Nov Year 1 & 5 Clubs 

25th Nov Year 3 & 4 Clubs 

26th Nov Year 2 & 6 Clubs 

27th Nov Year 1 & 5 Clubs 

1st Dec Phonics Screening Checks Year 1 

2nd Dec Year 3 & 4 Clubs 

3rd Dec Year 2 & 6 Clubs 

4th Dec Year 1 & 5 Clubs 

9th Dec Year 3 & 4 Clubs 

10th Dec Year 2 & 6 Clubs 

11th Dec Year 1 & 5 Clubs- Final session this term 

16th Dec Year 3 & 4 Clubs- Final session this term 

17th Dec Year 2 & 6 Clubs- Final session this term 

18th Dec Break up from 1pm (staggered times to follow); NO CLUBS 

 
4th Jan 2021 INSET DAY 

21st Jan Special Lunch Menu 

 
TERM DATES 
 
2020-2021 Autumn Term Dates 
Term Starts: Tuesday 1st September 2020 
Half Term: Monday 26th October 2020- Friday 30th October 2020 
Term Ends: Friday 18th December 2020 
 
Inset Days 2020- 2021 
Friday 4th December 2020 
Monday 7th December 2020 
 
Monday 4th January 2021 
Monday 19th April 2021 
Monday 28th June 2021 

 

 


